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Life in the forest lies at the core of the identities of Truku or Sejiq Nations. It gave 
them a rich corpus of rituals, practical knowledge of nature, and a cosmology linking 
humans, animals, and ancestral spirits. Indigenous life-worlds have been challenged by 
the introduction of Christianity, new forms of education, as well as by a colonial history 
and new forms of labour that have alienated many people from the forests. Yet, Taiwan’s 
indigenous nations have demonstrated great resilience. Indigenous youth are taken 
back into the forests, and hunters have all found their own unique ways of re-enchanting 
the forests. In this lecture, based on nearly two decades of field research in Nantou and 
Hualien, I will explore the on-going entanglements of humans, animals and spirits in the 
mountains. How have forest mammals and birds, dogs and pigs, connected the living 
and the dead, the past and the present, in Sejiq (Truku) territory? What role do animals 
play in the re-enchantment of the forests in a time of indigenous resurgence?
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Introduction and Moderation led by Astrid Lipinsky, University of Vienna
The lecture is open to the public without charge or prior registration

Scott Simon Ph.D McGill University in Anthropology, 
is Professor at the School of Sociological and Anthropological 
Studies, University of Ottawa. His University and professional 
work included: Past President of the Canadian Asian 
Studies Association, Convenor, Joint Conference of the 
Canadian Anthropology Society and the International Union 
of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (2016-2017). 


